
 

 

EMEPA ( Enterprise for Management of Environmental Protection Activities) 

NATIONAL CAMPAIGN "CLEAN ENVIRONMENT - 2022" 

on the subject: 

"I LOVE NATURE - I PARTICIPATE TOO" 

 Name of the project:  

“You are not a drop in the ocean, you are the ocean in a drop” 

Project proponent: School 35 SU “Dobri Voinikov”, Sofia 

 

 

Objectives of the project 

The main goals of this project are: 

1. Formation of a critical attitude towards environmental pollution and awareness of the need for 

reasonable use of natural resources and waste recycling. 

2. Formation of a positive attitude towards the activities related to protecting the cleanliness of the 

environment, namely: 

- reducing the use of single-use plastic water bottles 

- separate waste collection. 

3. Awareness of the interrelationship between organisms and the environment, as well as awareness of 

personal responsibility for protecting one's own health and the purity of nature. 

To achieve the goals of the project, it is necessary to complete the following tasks: 

A) Linking the vision of the lobby and corridor on the first floor with that of the renovated sanitary 

facilities by rehabilitating the old and currently non-working drinking water fountain. The thematic 

complementarity of these connected spaces will provide the necessary attractiveness, responding to the 

dynamic balance between the rational and the emotional in students.  

We want to minimize the use of water in single-use plastic bottles and make drinking water from your 

own reusable bottle "cool". Now, most students either do not bring water from home at all, or after 

drinking the water, they buy it in a single-use plastic bottle, which they then throw away. Our desire is not 



just to restore the drinking water fountain, but to turn it into a beautiful and attractive place for students 

and an example of a quality, modern and sustainable school environment. 

Using the water fountain and reducing the number of plastic bottles thrown away will give students the 

opportunity to express their empathy for the problem and gain a sense of confidence in the importance 

of what each of us is doing to protect nature. The visualization below shows what the space looks like 

now (left) and how we would like it to look (right) if we receive funding to make this project happen. 

 

We believe that the environment educates, and we make efforts to involve both the students and the 

employees of the 35th SEU "Dobri Voinikov" to the idea of the inextricable connection between a clean 

environment and a healthy lifestyle. 

B) Creation of "Ocean" mural by professional artists on the global theme "Marine Habitat" on the wall 

adjacent to the fountain. 

We believe that the artistic impact of such a mural will strengthen children's sense of empathy for 

animals and, accordingly, their desire to contribute to the preservation of nature. One of the most 

effective ways to influence children is by highlighting the negative consequences of human activity for 

their beloved animals. Globally, every minute about 15 tons of waste enters the seas and oceans, most of 

which are single-use plastic products, which are a threat not only to the lives of marine life, but also to 

humans. 

The mural will daily remind everyone passing by that to keep nature clean, we need to reduce the use of 

single-use plastic packaging, collect waste separately so that it can be recycled, etc. 

C) Conducting workshops with the students on the topic "How the marine "dwelling" changes due to 

human activity" - each class will make an exhibition of their works in the transit spaces; we will discuss 

them and learn from each other. 

D) Creation of an Open Library, in which information (artistic and scientific) on the topic of "Protection of 

the environment" will be presented in an attractive way. 

The creation of the open library will take place in two stages: 

• installation of elements (stands) for books and other information materials. 



• the beginning of the next school year (2022-2023) we will announce the campaign "Give a book 

for life" for the first day of school, instead of "Interrupted life" (plucked flowers). Thus, we will 

collect quality and contemporary books on the big topic of ecology and once again engage 

parents and students to look at books on this topic and choose the most impactful editions for 

them; 

E) Introduction of a separate waste collection system. We are in the process of talking with Ekobulpak 

(the company dealing with the removal of separately collected waste in the neighborhood) and we are 

investigating the possibility that once-a-week Ekobulpak will remove the waste separately collected by 

the students and employees of the 35 SEU free of charge. 

 

 

We plan to create a separate waste collection system together with the students, not only to ensure 

engagement, but also to be able to weave in their ideas as early as the planning and creation phase. 

Together with Ecobulpak, we intend to conduct on-site lectures and debunk some of the myths that 

circulate among adults that "all garbage goes to one place" and "there is no point in separating waste". 

We want to highlight the harmful impact of single-use plastic packaging on marine life (and not only) and 

show that the ways to deal with it are: reducing the use of single-use plastic packaging (they can be 



replaced, for example, with reusable water bottles use) and separate collection and disposal of waste 

with recycling. 

F)  And to bring all this together under a common and interesting idea for interaction with students on 

the topic of environment, we are planning to provide a mobile ergonomic classroom. 

The school 35 SEU is in a neighborhood between two of the largest parks in the city of Sofia (South Park 

and Borisova Garden). It has been our dream for years to create prerequisites and conditions for 

periodically conducting educational activities (especially in subjects such as "Man and Nature", Fine Art, 

Technology and Entrepreneurship, etc.) outdoors in the park part of Borisova Garden. With the purchase 

of mobile single seating and writing/drawing spaces (one 'bench' weighs only 1.5kg and can easily be 

carried by each student to the desired location) will enable teachers to be imaginative but at the same 

time not skip curriculum material that also requires writing/drawing. Attached is a photo of the items we 

plan to purchase - as you can see, they can be used at different heights, surfaces, seasons and by children 

of different ages: 

 



For a better visualization of our idea, we have made a collage with two example sites where a lesson can 

be held outdoors with these mobile seats – in an amphitheater green space in a city garden and on the 

summer stage in Borisova garden: 

 
       Mobile classroom in the Banska garden 

 

 
        Mobile classroom in the Borisova garden 

 



Instead of creating a static green outdoor classroom in the courtyard, we want to take advantage of the 

wonderful location of our school and carry out lessons in the Borisova garden itself through our "mobile" 

outdoor classroom. Below we have outlined some of the dozens of possible locations for such outdoor 

lessons, and in yellow we have outlined a safe walking route between the school and the park: 

 



 

Number of students covered by the project 

 
At this stage, we will focus on primary students - about 300 students in total, and we hope to gradually 

expand our outreach to junior high school students (about 220 students) as well as high school students 

(about 600 students). The school is one of the largest schools in the country and the potential for impact 

and sustainable development of the project is enormous. 

 

Measurability 
 

The first and most objective indicator for reporting the results of the project implementation is a 

reduction in the amount of discarded single-use plastic packaging. Currently (with full attendance from all 

grades) over 700 single-use plastic water bottles are thrown away per week by primary school students 

alone. We hope that by gradually enforcing the "fashion" of pouring water from the renovated drinking 

water fountain with filters, we will create the habit of using a reusable bottle, decorating one's own water 

bottle, etc., which will eventually lead to a drastic (hopefully doubled) reduction in the amount of plastic 

thrown away. 

Another indicator is the amount of separately collected waste. 

It is more difficult, but not impossible, to consider the change in the attitudes of the students - a 

manifestation of an active civic position in terms of protecting the cleanliness of the environment and 

leading a nature-friendly lifestyle in the long term. 

 

Compliance with the Clean Environment 2022 campaign, the UN Sustainable Development Goals 

and the curriculum set at the primary level 
 

The protection of the environment and the sea and ocean floor from harmful human influences 

(excessive consumption of plastic, pollution, low levels of recycling, etc.) are strongly embedded in 

Measure 21 (incorporation of marine waste into existing legislation) of the Marine Strategy of the 

Republic of Bulgaria. The draft proposal itself steps on several of the UN Sustainable Development Goals - 

SDG 6 Clean Water, SDG 3 Good Health, SDG 4 Quality Education, SDG 11 Resilient Cities and 

Communities, SDG 12 Responsible Consumption, SDG 14 Life Underwater. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Budget 

 

Activities Single measure Quantity Price per unit Amount 
Rehabilitation of a 
fountain - project and 
completion 
(Labor and materials 
included) 

item 1 1,200 EUR 1,200 EUR 

 
Mural “Ocean” 

Square meter 10 60 EUR 600 EUR 

 
Marine Habitat 
workshop materials 
- cardboard set/child 

item 300 75cents 225 EUR 

Open library (project 
and completion) 

 
Linear meter 40 20 EUR 800 EUR 

Containers for 
separate waste 

collection 
item 5 35 EUR 175 EUR 

Mobile classroom 
(surf chair) 

item 30 25 EUR 750 EUR 

Total cost value 
with VAT included: 

 
3,750 EUR 

 


